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Safe froTO the iar^ the pulpi^/ahd the throBie, 
Yet touchi'd and shaoi'd bj. ridicule 4iion«. — ^popa. 
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Woe unto jou 2ai(^yer^.— ^BifiLs. 
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ADVERTJISEMENT. 

A ScURWLbus pamphlet^ efatitled " The Greatest Ser- 
mon that ever was^preached ;" has jitef +)een issued from 
the press in Proyidence. It is intended to ridicule the 
labors of Mr. Maffit in that toWto^aj|d is wefl 'known to 
have proceeded from the pen-of a no1*iousiraidell?iwyer. 
The followii^ pages are wiittei> with a view* to expose 
the author of th^Moresaid pamf^hlet to merited contempt, 
and not to vindicate the character of Mr. Maffit : He is 
far beyond the reach of such puny atteinpts to fii^y his 
good name, and destroy his usefiiloess. * 









AN ANSWER, &c. 



TO ^ DEMENS EGOMET.** 

SIR — It would perhaps be difficult ic deternm^ 
whether it were most proper to addresF joa in the lan- 
guage of sarcastic ridicule, or sexious reproof ; but WQ 
feel well assured, that he who can deliberately trifle 
with sacred things, will pay little heed to the voice of 
admonition — while the shafts of ridicule may cause him, 
if he is not totally callous to a sense of decency, to writhe 
under the " compuctious visitings" of conscience. 

It often happens that the aayocates of infidelity miss 
their object by displaying an intemperate zeal, far beyond 
their knowjedge- This, sir, appears to be the case with 
jou. I^ike IJu(fibr.as' gun, wmch 

^ Though ^well aimM at duck or plover^ 
*" Bore wide and kick'd its owner oyer,'' 

your attempt to destroy the reputation of Mr. Maffit, has 
recoiled upoij yourself Hayn;^ intrenched yourself be- 
hind the masked battery of a fictitious name, you thought 
your were perfectly secure : But the lion's skin will »ot 
conceal the long ears of the ass* 

Your attempt to burlesque the style and manner ^f Mr. 
Maffit, is as puerile as the i^ffort of the frog to i^well her- 
self to the size of the ox-r-*.and Uke the last word of the 
text you have chosen as a basis for your splenetic ebul- 
lition, amounts to " nothing." 

,i You will perhaps ask, what right i«^e have to address 
you in this manner* We answer, the right which every 
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Silt m\ you ^r« not the first, biajietttalAe at is the fact, 
ivho have prostituted talents of the first order, to the ba* 
f est of purposes. Ifour great prototypes, Hu«ic, Vol- : 
t lire, Pdiiiu, ancf others, arc remembered only with emo- 
I ons of pity and disgust, when had they rightly improTed 
the extraordinary powers with which they were enduedt 
their Diergiory would have been revered to the latest 
ijosterity. 

.We do not know precisely the state of society in Pr#* 
vidence, but have »o doubt the morals of the community 
are as correct aa they are in general, in populous towwjs^ 
Jf so, we should not be surprised to hear that you had 
becon^e ^n objecjL 

•^* For scorn 
" To point her siuw^ unmoving finger at." 

Allow us to ask you, sir, to what cause we are to at- 
tribute your inveterate enmity to the Rev. Gentlemaa 
whom you have so wn-gentlemanly assailed ? Do you op- 
l^se him from principle, believing that the doctrines he 
j3romulgates are " damnable Ixeresies," and that it is your 
Dounden duty to endeavor to prevent, as far aa in you 
lies, their dissemination ? Or were you f<f^rful that as he 
cams oh a mist^ioa-^f peage-^axicLgood will, many ®kl dis- 
ptites among your neignbors and clients would be healed^ 
and -still more new ones prevented, and that the quantum 
of your fees would rapidly decrease? — Sir, it is not 
for us to determine your motives ; it is enough to know 
^vhat would be their eifect were they to go into full ope- 
ration. The pilla.s of society would be laid prostrate — 
the altars of pure and tindefilsd religion would crumble 
into dust — ^the proud tempb of our civil liberty, reared 
by the labor of sages, and cemented with the blood of 
Jieroes, would be levelled to the eSirth-^-and the desola- 
iiog whirlwind of anarchy, more fatal than the blasting 
siroc of the desert, would sweep away the la^t remains of 
viit'io anC knowJec^e. * , 



" Then wouki tKe land the last sad horrors fed-, 
or cruel deeds and visionary zeal | 
Iheii dark assassins raise the avenging rod. 
And murder Virtue in the name of bod." 

But \TC treat the subject in too serious a light There 
is no danger, sir, of these horrors being realised, so long as 
the rlBligion which jou contemn shall hold its peaceful 
and increasing sway in our country — and whuc it can 
immber among its heralds ^uch men as Maffit, and hun- 
dreds of others whom we couy name, the ill-directed 
£n^«rs and scofl& of infidelity will accelerate, rather than 
retard its progress. 

Had you an idea, sir, that your pamphlet would have 
fi mpst powerful effect on the minds of the public, and in- 
xiuce them to quit their ancient faith, and come over to 
yours ? I should not be at all surprised were you to set 
on foot a subscription for the purpose of building a tem- 
ple to be dedicated to Belial, where you and your follow- 
ers might worship, and where yoii should officiate as 
Graot) High Priest. Let us suppose such^a temple to 
be erected in some gloomy cell, where nature never wore 
a smile, and where a sunbeam never penetrated the dark 
and cheei'less recess. Emblems of all the worst passions 
pf human nature are scattered over tjie exterior of its 
massive walls. The hour for sacrifice arrives — the p«r-^ 
tals opens, and the votaries approach the blood-stain'd 
blirinc — the officiating priest commences the accursed 
rites, and calls on the crowd to present their offerings — 
they rush forward to the altar to participate in the cere- 
monies, and to swear eternal enmity to virtue. Their 
zeal is applauded by th^ priest, and he bids them depart 
wdth a commission to scatter " fire-brands, arrows and 
dgath" amor^ mankind. Would such a scene as this, sir, 
be congenial with your feelings ? Or rather would you 
not prefer to worship in a temple where these horrors 
are unknown, and where all is p^ce^ and love, and joy ? 

Perhaps you will say, that we are the followers of 
Mi Mamt, and wish to display our ?eal in his behalf. — 
But we assure you, sir, that wc are not, ^e feel no oth- 



er interest ipr him than all should feel for a nmi yvhoae 
sole object appears to be to do all the good in his power. 
Although of a different denomination, we cannot lamely 
look on, and see his good name slandered, and his labors 
of love undervalued. We have witnessed the good ef- 
fects of his ministrations, in reclaiming the dissolute, and 
pointing the trembling penitent to that source of goodness 
and mercy which is alike open to all, and of a hope in- 
which the proudest and the best of mankind have no 
cause to be ashamed. — Sir, we ask you to pause and re- 
flect on what you have done. You have, perhaps, wound*- 
ed the feelings of thousands of Christians, who lieyer did 
you injury, and who would gladly embrace an opportuni- 
ty to do you good. You may ask us, why we thus warmly 
espouse the cause of one from whom we differ in some 
minor points respecting religious tenets. We will candidly 
answer you. We " venerate the man," for we believe that 
lie is ^ nones£ in the sacred cause'' which he has so ar- 
dently espoused. 

*^ To sueh we tender more thsn mere respect." 

Perhaps, sir, you might have been encouraged in vour 
slander of Mr. Maffit by the example of certain editors, 
who have selected him as an object on whom to pour 
their torrents of malignity. But be assured, sir, that 
those editors are looked upon in the light of slanderers,, 
whose favorite design is 

*' T» blabt the exceilence they cannot reach." 

When they assail the characters of men every way 
their supriors, they are like the viper gnawing the file ; 
their calumny, if it has any force for a while, soon be- 
comes harmless, the gold which has been often tried in 
the crucible, continues to increase in purity till not a par- 
ticle of dross remains. If you wi&h yourself enroUea in 
the ranks of these disturbers of the peace of society, 
why thfen, sir, we will submit to you the following coupr 
let, and leave you to make the application. 



*« Bifi ft tM llldtm, ye deadly d6gs of nighf J 

" She AeiU>er heeds yoar howl nor shraes Jess bright'' 

, ifou Bave probably read of the n^jfias tery of La Trapp^ 
tte mdnks of which order imposed on themselves 3 
tow of perpetual silence, slept in their cofiins, and cin- 
plojed a certain portion of every day u> digging with their' 

. fitter nails their own graves. Would^ such a penance a#* 
fhis be too severe for the wanton slanderer of another'j? 
deputation. Let your ,dwn conscience answer the qu^s^- 
iioT»^ and then 



" To sujipcr Wrth wliat appetite yewr may 



f» 



There arc doubtless maliy who w31 pftOtend to ap- - 
plaud your efforts in the cause of infidelity against thctf 
better judgment, becaiHse^* saj they, it will yield some 
^port-— -the Methodic ar6 a s^ff sanctified set, and they 
i^nd their prcachersf Oi^ht to b6 ridiculed. But, siiy 
£his must be a poor source of eonisfolation to you. What- 
ever may be th<^ peculiarities of any religious sect, it if 
ceitainly wrong to make then* the subject of riidicule. 

Before we dismiss the subject, let us call your atten- 
tion to the last pai^agriaph of your pretended sermon.-: — 
"l^he cloven foot is thei^e plaimy apparent. You 
attempt to ridi^le " ehrisf iari unioi?v friendship arid 
communion ;'^ and td use yo^r own words, "this is the 

Eoint at which you bate aiuK^d.'' But, sir, you need not* 
ave cloaked obscenity and profanity in "ambiguous giv- 
ings Qut.^ Review the latter clause of that paragraph^ 
and if you arc not k)st to all sens6 of decency, you wiB 
hide your head for '* very shame.^ 

And fiow, sir, let us recommendf to y'6u, if ydu have 
one drop of" the milk of human kindness^ in youf c5om- 
po^ition, to sit calmly down^.ahd t6riew y6ur panfphlet, 
and then say whether you have dcme as yoa would have 
others do udto Tou. 

Csfift ydu, mien yoii r^tifd to i&t^ rep6se youf head 
v^n yottt pilldw, With ifeg swe^ coflsciduiaiess that you 
are one <rf fhme^ * ' , 



%^ « Who ri€ver did a Blkndir forg^i 

. His neigbbor's fame to wQdnd^ 
Or listen to.a false reportj 
Bj maiice whisperM round. '^> 

If you still persist in the cour^ you have pursued, in 
regard to the su*bject of this short address,^f you are 
stm determined on being a '^oe to goodness,''- we would 
recommend the folloijiring lines as suitable for your epi- 
taph, whenever it shall please Heaven tb remove you 
irom this scene of your deleterious labors in the service 
of his Satanic Majesty. We think it a vcry^appropriat« 
inscription for ' 

^ SL/lJVDEREl^S TOMB 

peep in the dreary forest-gloom, 

Where not a Sower is (veem to bloom, 

And where a poison'd streamlet laves 

The bank where deadly nightshade waves,' , 

Is seen the slanderei''^ IbiiiDlj toiiib. 

The boding owlet, hov'rine round, 
Sends forth her screech orfearnil sound. 
The black •wing'd raven Ibigers there. 
And blasting dews pollute the air 
And fall upon the unhallow'd mound. 

For him who sleeps in that lone bed, 
I<(o tear of fond regret is shed ; 
No kindred dear his fate beiuoaii, 
Op raise the conseqrated stone, 
Vi ithr pious hand above his head. 

Alike to Heaven and man a foe, 
jHis only joy on earth to know, 
' Was, to destroy his neiftl^or*^ fame, 
To blight the fairest, brightest name^ / 

And aim at Virtue^a J>reast a blow. 

On his dark-brow scowi'd envv dire^ 
Mis cyie-balls flashed a baleful fire 5 . b 

IVhilst Malice, and ehvenom'd Hate^ 
Dwelt in his heirt in sullen state^ 
Aivi,aw«l}/d it with an^Jli^UUb ire. 
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Indignant sairjBfe AlnrigHigr Po^cr 
The wretcth Mi woes around him shoWer i 
'1 he bult of Heaven in tliiinder sped, 
And strucif Ihr' prowling monster dead. 
That he should curse iKe w<irld no more. 

And now in dreary forest-glooni»' 
"^here fiota flower is seen to bloom, 
And "trBertf a poisonM streamlet Ikves 
'the.baiik^here deiadlj nightshade waT«s^ 
)s seen the ba'tefal ^landierer's Tomb. 



*^ POETICAL EFFUSIQNS;* 

(j3=^Appen4^d to the **Greatest Sermon,'' is a [)oetica1, 
or, W€ should rather say prdse-rui>-mad address to Mr. 
Maffitt, signed **Jonatnalil'' We cannot be expected 
to equal the sublime ccaid^its of brothfei* Jonathan, but 
in retum for the labor his splendid efiusion must have 
cost him^ we humbly ofler tne foUowin^ hoping it will 
partly discharge the debt of gratitude we owe for the 
pleasure we received on perusing his elegant morceau- 

Dearest Joekv, bin'it again, 
How delightful is your strain 5 
Fiting saw, or stretch -qvVPs yelt, 
Never sounded half so well. . 

Let not thy hut-dv-gtJrdy slumber, 
strike again its fioldest number. 
Thou wilt set the cats to prancingy 
And the little dogs to dancing. 

Orpheus, compar'd wjth^ihe^j 
\Vas nothirig but a bumble-bee ; 
djhow sweetly flow thy varsesi 
Sweet as. burrinslm inolasses^ 

Sure as any thiog in nftuiie^ 
Yoit miist bie a darned cute creattti:e f 
"^herc'd.you pick up alt ^'^ur knowletige ? 
Sartih you have beeu t6 college. 

• w come you to khoW that ^ io^s** 
wld rhyjna so prettily with ^Jrogs P^ 
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And ho^ mncb greater ii fhe " wonder ^^^ 
'1 hat you make poetry with ^^ thunder*^ 

But one thio^, JonaitiaHf you lack^ 
A\hich 1 couW larh you in a crack ; 
1 found it out, at school^ vchen reading;,<^ 
And that'd & little ^ilain good-breedbg ! 



13^ Jonathan's production is followed by an •'Impromp- 
tu " which a friend of the Author has asked leave to 
notice, by another 

IMPROMPTU, 

Addressed to Jffr. Demem Egotenij on reading his 
pamphlet. 

« »Ti8 slander, 
" ^yhose edgQ is sharper than the aword, ' 
** W hoa^ tongue out^veaoms ail the worms of Nile.'* 

In every age the slanderer's name 
la coupled with reproach and shame 5 
• And he whi» seeks to speak a tale 
Of falsehood, finds his aim to fail. 

For Trutli would soon her aid impart, 
'I'o shoti^ the blackness of his heart 5 
The i»jut'd free from every stain, 
And tiiruw the. falsehood ftiack again. 

But if ou have found a novel path 
To shew your spleen, and vent your wrath $ 
tou strike the blow, to gain yo«r end. 
Against the man whom ^11 commend. 

Go on---th6 more that you defame, 
The bvijghter shines the virtuous name 5 
Goon^^thou fractious, snarling elf, 
Vou&iiureno one— but Yd'tJHSEtr i 
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POSTSCRIPT 

|J3* Just as the Printer was preparing the last pages 
of this pamphlet for the press, the following arlicle was 
handed to the author, with a request, if not too late, that 
It might be inserted as a Postscript. As there was suf- 
ficient room, we had no objection, and as the writer left 
it without a title, v^ shall take the liberty to call it 

ADVICE TO A MEDDLER- 

*^ Mind your business," is an old maxim, and a very 
good one. 

Never quit your own occupation to waste time in en- 
deavouring to spy out the faults of others, for yoil wiH 
find it a very unprofitable .employmeot,especially if they 
are persons whose characters are above rejMroach. 

Never slander the character and talents of those who^ 
are your superiors in both — »for the public will not be- 
lieve you, and you will only haye ydur labor for your 
pains. 

Always bear in mind the jaiswer of a sage old'gwitle- 
man^ who, when asked by an impertinent young Ictwyer^- 
to define what honesty was, replied, " What's that to 
you ? meddle with things that concern you." 

Never pretend to dictate to others when you are sto- 
sible they know their own business better than you do. 

Never circulate tales of scandal at second-hand, when 
you know them to be without foundation. 

Always recollect that a meddler is sure to get the ill 
will of those he injures, and the contempt of those whom 
he does not- 

The meddler is a character whoiri every body sus- 
pects — ^who is always in the fire of contention, or on the 
tenter-hooks of suspense— and when he cannot torment 
others, gratifies his restless disposition by tormenting 
himself. 
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